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Introduction
In 1965, the Christmas classic “A Charlie Brown Christmas” was shown for the first time on 
American television. One of the main characters in this show is Charlie Brown. Every time 
Christmas comes Charlie Brown gets depressed, and it’s mainly because of the commercializa-
tion of Christmas. In his discouragement about the commercial spirit of the holiday season, he 
asks if anyone can tell him the real meaning of Christmas.

Linus, Charlie Brown’s best friend responds, “Sure, Charlie Brown, I can tell you what Christ-
mas is all about.” Then Linus recites our text this morning Luke 2:8-14.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

After reciting these passages, Linus says, “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.”

Oh, how true! In the angel’s words, we find the true glory and majesty of Christmas. Regardless 
of what the world makes of it, Christmas will always be about Jesus Christ who came as a 
baby in Bethlehem to be our Saviour. Today, I would like to focus on one verse of Scripture that 
brings us to the heart of Christmas: Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. There are at least three questions that these verse answers for 
us about the Messiah who was born on Christmas night, namely, who, where, and why. Who 
Was Born, Where Was He Born, and Why Was He Born?

I - Who Was Born
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
Who was born on that Christmas night? The baby born on that Christmas night was no ordinary 
baby. This was God in the flesh, none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. This is what makes 
Christmas great. What makes Christmas great is not simply the miracles of virgin birth, the shep-



herds, the wise men, the manger, the angels, the star, Bethlehem. No! What makes Christmas sto-
ry great is because of the greatness of the One who was born that Christmas night! The angel 
describes Him as a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

Let me just remind you that Christ is not our Lord’s last name. Christ is not a name; it’s a title. 
In the ancient times, the way they identify a person is they either attached right next to their 
name who their father was or where they live or what they do. So, we read in the Scripture: “Je-
sus of Nazareth” or “Jesus, son of Joseph” or “Jesus the Christ”. It is like calling someone a 
teacher or a doctor. So, when the Bible says “Jesus Christ,” it is describing His identity, His ti-
tle, His office: “He is Jesus the Christ.”

By the way, Jesus is a common name. Many people in the Biblical times have been named Jesus. 
But only Jesus, the Son of God is referred to as Jesus Christ or Jesus the Christ, in order to dis-
tinguish Him from others with the same name. This title is very significant because it identi-
fies His unique identity and mission and if you and I are to be saved we must believe that Je-
sus is the Christ. 
John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name.
In order to be saved, and in order to receive eternal life, we must believe that Jesus is the Christ. 

1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that 
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
Those who have been born again by the Spirit of God believe that Jesus is the Christ. 

1 John 2:22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that 
denieth the Father and the Son.
Anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ is a liar and when you deny that Jesus is the Christ 
you are also denying the Father and therefore rejecting the great salvation that is found in Christ 
alone. 

But now the question is what does the title “Christ” mean?
If eternal life comes to those who believe that Jesus is the Christ, it is important for us to know 
what the title “Christ” means. Another word for “Christ” is “Messiah” or “Messias”..
John 1:41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Mes-
sias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

John 4:25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: 
when he is come, he will tell us all things.

The word “Messiah” is rooted in a verb that means to anoint. Therefore, when the New Testa-
ment speaks of Jesus Christ, it is saying “Jesus the Messiah,” which literally means, “Jesus the 
Anointed One.”



In the Old Testament, there are three offices that God sets up in leadership for His people - the 
prophets, priests, and kings. They were anointed with oil into the offices to represent God and 
reveal God to His people. While the three offices were each exercised by a different person in the 
Old Testament, all three offices are united in the one Person of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ 
alone held and still holds the three offices at the same time. He is the Prophet, Priest and 
King. These three offices were all completely and perfectly fulfilled in Christ.

Why do we need a Messiah?
We need a Messiah because we have a very serious problem, and that problem is a threefold 
problem. The Bible clearly teaches that we are fallen sinners ruined by this threefold conse-
quence of our sins, namely, ignorant, guilty, and corrupt. In light of this threefold problem we 
need a threefold solution. What we need is a prophet, a priest, and a king. We need a prophet to 
teach us and deliver us from our ignorance, we need a priest to offer sacrifice for our sins 
and intercede for us to deliver us from our guilt, and we need a king to reign and rule over 
us and to subdue the great enemy of our soul. And in God’s wondrous and amazing grace that is 
exactly what He provided in Jesus Christ, our Prophet, Priest, and King.

II - Where Was He Born
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
There is nothing in the birth of Christ that’s coincidence. Everything about His birth is ordained. 
He was born according to God’s plan. The exact date, the exact place, and the exact circum-
stances surrounding the birth of Christ were all prophesied and planned. None of us can select 
our birthplace, but Jesus Christ can, and He did! Where was Jesus born? Exactly the place that 
Micah predicted—in Bethlehem! Seven hundred years earlier the Lord had spoken through the 
prophet Micah and declared that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. Here is the exact 
Scripture from ...
Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting.

There are actually two Bethlehem’s mentioned in the Bible, namely Bethlehem in Zebulun and 
Bethlehem in Judah, the Bethlehem where Jesus was born. Since there are more than one Beth-
lehem’s in the Bible, Micah is very careful to say that the Saviour would be born in Bethlehem 
Ephratah or Bethlehem Judah.

I just want to say two things about Bethlehem:
1. Bethlehem was a very small town 
Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting. 
Micah describes Bethlehem as “little among the thousands of Judah” that is, it is too small to be 
among the people of Judah. It is a small town and too small to be even mentioned in the list of 
more than 100 towns in Joshua 15:21-63. 



Even the well-known Christmas carol recognizes this fact in the title “O Little Town of Bethle-
hem.” How wonderful it is that our Lord was not born in Jerusalem or Rome, in New York or 
London! Our Lord always lives amongst humble people.
Isaiah 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
The High and Exalted One, the Great One cares even for the humble and the lowly ones. He 
condescends to dwell with and be among men and women, boys and girls who are despised in 
this world. 
Psalm 138:6 Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he 
knoweth afar off. 

2. Bethlehem is a very significant town
It was a small town, yet so significant. It was the birthplace of our Saviour! The word Bethle-
hem means ‘House of Bread’, and Ephrathah means ’fruitfulness’. Our Lord described Himself 
as the Bread of Life who alone could give satisfaction to human souls (John 6:35), and He alone 
is the One who can produce within us real fruit for His glory (John 15:5). This is not an accident.

How fitting it is for Jesus Christ to be born in Bethlehem? The ‘Bread of Life’ born in the 
‘house of bread.’
John 6:48 I am that bread of life. 49: Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 
50: This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 
51: I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. 
He is the Bread that came down from heaven. He is the Bread of His people, on which they feed. 
Anyone who feeds on this bread shall never die; he shall live forever. Have you partaken of this 
Bread? 

III – Why Was He Born
Why did the Son of God come as babe to Bethlehem? Why was He born of the Virgin Mary? 
Why did He leave Heaven and set aside His glory and come into this world of sin? Our text tells 
us why He came—He came to be our Saviour!
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
He came to be the Saviour of the world. He came to save us from our sins—from sin’s guilt, 
power, and consequence. The very name Jesus means “Saviour.” As I have said earlier, the 
name Jesus is a common name among the Jews. Understand that Joseph and Mary did not 
choose this name; it was the name God has chosen to give to His Son.
Matthew 1:20 ... Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 21: And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.



Luke 1:30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 31: 
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 
JESUS.
You have to ask why would God choose such a common name for such a unique Son as His? 
Doesn’t He deserve a more unique name that sets Him apart from everyone else? That’s true. But 
the name of Jesus reminds us about the amazing humility of the Son of God when He came to 
earth as a man to suffer and die for us. His birth, His life, His ministry, and His death, we see the 
deep and selfless humility of our Saviour.
Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6: Who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7: But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8: And being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. 

The name of Jesus also reminds us of His saving mission. As I have said that very name means 
Saviour. Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name “Yeshua” or “Joshua,” which means Je-
hovah saves. And it is given to our Lord because He saves His people from their sins. There are 
so many verses in the Scripture that confirm this:
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17: For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to 
judge the world, but to save the world.
He did not come to condemn the world; He came to save the world. Thank God, He came not as 
Judge, but as Saviour. 

1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.

John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.
He will save the world by becoming the sacrificial lamb. The child that was born on Christmas 
day came to be our Saviour. This child’s mission was not to save the wealthy, or the righteous. 
He came to save sinners. His name speaks of His mission on this earth which is to save His peo-
ple from their sins. He is the answer to our great need. Our problem is sin! Our remedy is 
the Saviour!

Though the name of Jesus reminds of the great humility of our Saviour, it also reminds us of His 
infinite exaltation.
Philippians 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: 10: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 



things in earth, and things under the earth; 11: And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
This common name God has exalted. Henry Morris wrote, “At this ‘name of Jesus’ ... that is, ‘the 
name now belonging to the man Jesus who died on the cross,’ every knee must bow, and every 
tongue must someday confess "that Jesus Christ is Lord”

There is a name I love to hear, 
I love to sing its worth;  

It sounds like music in my ear,  
The sweetest name on earth. 

Closing Thoughts
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

The Messiah had already come. The waiting is over! You can stop searching. Because we know 
the Messiah had already come. He came just as He had promised. But don’t miss the phrase “for 
unto you”. It is true that Jesus came to the shepherds, to Israel, but understand that it is for you 
that He came. God sent His only begotten Son to be born for you, for any and all who will 
call upon the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ! Have you called upon His Name? Have you by 
grace placed your faith in Him as your Messiah, your Prophet, Priest and King? Do you 
acknowledge Him to be your Prophet to teach you; the Priest to intercede for you; and the King 
to reign and rule over you? You must believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, 
and upon believing you shall have eternal life!
John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

For those of us who have believed, may we respond in worship and adoration. May we respond 
in faithfulness and greater service. May we respond with greater boldness and passion in spread-
ing the Gospel of the grace of God! Are you telling and retelling the good tidings of great joy?

During the making of “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” its writer Charles Schulz had a meeting 
with Lee Mendelson, the show’s producer, and Bill Melendez, its lead animator. Mendelson and 
Melendez both voiced out their concern about including scripture reading of the Christmas story 
from the Bible. They were worried that reciting Luke 2:8-14 would offend viewers. So, Melen-
dez told Shultz, “It’s very dangerous for us to start talking about religion now.” But Schulz in-
sisted and said, “Bill, if we don’t, who will?”

Christians, if we don’t tell and retell the Gospel, who will? If we don’t tell others that the Saviour 
has come in the person of Jesus Christ to save sinners from their sins, who will?

AMEN!


